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CIA staff photo of Sidney Gottlieb, who oversaw Project ARTICHOKE and later the MKULTRA behavior
control programs.
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As chief of operations in the Central Intelligence Agency’s Directorate of Plans (1952-62), deputy
director of plans (1962-65), deputy director of central intelligence (1965-66), and director of central
intelligence (1966-73), Richard Helms was keenly interested in developing techniques to use biological
and chemical materials in covert intelligence operations and, as DCI in 1973, gave the order to destroy
the CIA’s MKULTRA files.

 

1/7/25, 12:37 PM CIA Behavior Control Experiments Focus of New Scholarly Collection | National Security Archive

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/dnsa-intelligence/2024-12-23/cia-behavior-control-experiments-focus-new-scholarly 4/28

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/richard_m_helms-official-portrait.jpg
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/richard_m_helms-official-portrait.jpg


Federal narcotics agent George Hunter White was hired by Sidney Gottlieb to run CIA safehouses in
New York City and San Francisco where he secretly dosed unwitting subjects with LSD, among other
things, and recorded their behavior. 
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As chairman of the Department of Psychology at McGill University and director of the Allan Memorial
Institute, Dr. D. Ewen Cameron conducted terrifying experiments on psychiatric patients and other
individuals as part of the MKULTRA program.
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The Allan Memorial Institute in Montreal, Canada, was the site of MKULTRA experiments in the 1950s
and 60s.
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Dr. Charles Geschickter was a professor of pathology at Georgetown University and head of the
Geschickter Fund for Medical Research, a foundation through which the CIA funded a variety of drug
and behavior control research and experiments under MKULTRA and related programs.
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At the urging of Dr. Geschickter, the CIA provided $375,000 toward the construction of a new medical
facility at Georgetown University Hospital. In return, Geschickter agreed to let the CIA use one-sixth of
the new “Gorman Annex” as its “hospital safehouse” and to provide “human patients and volunteers
for experimental use.”

 

Washington, D.C., December 23, 2024 – Today, the National Security Archive and ProQuest (part of
Clarivate) celebrate the publication of a new scholarly document collection many years in the making
on the shocking secret history of the CIA’s mind control research programs. The new collection, CIA
and the Behavioral Sciences: Mind Control, Drug Experiments and MKULTRA, brings together
more than 1,200 essential records on one of the most infamous and abusive programs in CIA history.
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Under code names that included MKULTRA, BLUEBIRD and ARTICHOKE, the CIA conducted terrifying
experiments using drugs, hypnosis, isolation, sensory deprivation, and other extreme techniques on
human subjects, often U.S. citizens, who frequently had no idea what was being done to them or that
they were part of a CIA test.

Today’s announcement comes 50 years after a New York Times investigation by Seymour Hersh
touched off probes that would bring MKULTRA abuses to light. The new collection also comes 70 years
since U.S. pharmaceutical giant Eli Lilly & Company first developed a process to streamline the
manufacture of LSD in late 1954, becoming the CIA’s chief supplier of the newly discovered
psychoactive chemical central to many of the Agency’s behavior control efforts.

Highlights of the new MKULTRA collection include:

A DCI-approved plan in 1950 for the establishment of “interrogation teams” that would “utilize
the polygraph, drugs, and hypnotism to attain the greatest results in interrogation techniques.”
(Document 2)
A 1951 memo that captures a meeting between CIA and foreign intelligence officials about mind
control research and their shared interest in the concept of individual mind control. (Document
3)
A 1952 entry from the daily calendar of George White, a federal narcotics agent who ran a
safehouse where the CIA tested drugs like LSD and performed other experiments on unwitting
Americans. (Document 5)
A 1952 report on the “successful” use of ARTICHOKE interrogation methods that combined the
use of “narcosis” and “hypnosis” to induce regression and later amnesia on “Russian agents
suspected of being doubled.” (Document 6)
A 1956 memo in which MKULTRA chief Sidney Gottlieb signs off a project that would “evaluate
the effects of large doses of LSD-25 in normal human volunteers” on federal prisoners in Atlanta.
(Document 13)
The 1963 report from the CIA’s inspector general, which led CIA leadership to reexamine the use
of unwitting Americans in their covert drug testing program. (Document 16)
The 1983 deposition of MKULTRA chief Sidney Gottlieb in a civil case brought by Velma “Val”
Orlikow, a victim of CIA-sponsored projects conducted by Dr. Ewen Cameron at the Allan
Memorial Institute in Montreal. (Document 20)

The challenges facing this documentation project were considerable, as CIA director Richard Helms
and longtime MKULTRA chief Sidney Gottlieb destroyed most of the original project records in 1973. It
is a story about secrecy—perhaps the most infamous cover-up in the Agency’s history. It is also a
history marked by near-total impunity at the institutional and individual levels for countless abuses
committed across decades—not during interrogations of enemy agents or in wartime situations, but
during ordinary medical treatments, inside prison hospitals, addiction clinics, and juvenile detention
facilities, and in many cases led by top figures in the field of the behavioral sciences. Despite the
Agency’s efforts to erase this hidden history, the documents that survived this purge and that have
been gathered together here present a compelling and unsettling narrative of the CIA’s decades-long
effort to discover and test ways to erase and re-program the human mind.

The bulk of these records were drawn from records compiled by John Marks, the former State
Department official who filed the first Freedom of Information Act requests on the subject and whose
1979 book, The Search for the “Manchurian Candidate”: The CIA and Mind Control: The Secret History
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of the Behavioral Sciences (New York, W. W. Norton & Company, 1979) remains the single most
important source on this episode. Marks later donated his FOIA documents and other research papers
to the National Security Archive. Many of the redactions in the documents have been effectively
removed with the passage of time, as official investigations, civil depositions, and detailed histories
have shed significant light on some of these episodes. In many cases, copies of declassified records
donated by Marks to the National Security Archive bear his handwritten annotations.

The legacy of MKULTRA goes far beyond the various “subprojects” described in these documents and
that were largely shut down by the mid-1970s. As author Stephen Kinzer points out, the CIA’s behavior
control research programs “contributed decisively to the development of techniques that Americans
and their allies used at detention centers in Vietnam, Latin America, Afghanistan, Iraq, Guantanamo
Bay, and secret prisons around the world.” MKULTRA techniques were cited in the CIA’s 1963 KUBARK
interrogation manual that was the basis for prisoner interrogations in Vietnam and later in anti-
communist dictatorships in Latin America.[1]

While many of the MKULTRA projects were conducted in hospitals, laboratories, or other institutional
settings, others were carried out in clandestine CIA safehouses staffed not by doctors or clinicians but
by hard-nosed federal narcotics agents like George Hunter White. Under the direction of Gottlieb,
White adopted the persona of a bohemian artist named “Morgan Hall” to lure unsuspecting victims to
his “pad” where he and his CIA collaborators secretly experimented on them and recorded their
behavior. An OSS veteran who had worked on “truth drug” development for the Army in World War II,
White surreptitiously dosed many of his victims with LSD, a drug that the CIA had in abundance
thanks to Eli Lilly, which had developed the capacity to produce the drug in “tonnage quantities” and
had agreed to become the Agency’s supplier. Gottlieb, his deputy Robert Lashbrook, and CIA
psychologist John Gittinger are among the CIA officials who frequently visited White’s safehouses.

Of particular interest is the mysterious 1953 death of Frank Olson, an Army chemist and aerosols
specialist for the Special Operations Division (SOD) of the Army’s Chemical Corps, the CIA’s military
partner in behavior control research. Officially ruled a suicide, Olson’s death from a 10-story fall in
New York City came 10 days after Gottlieb and TSS staff spiked his cocktail with LSD during a CIA-SOD
work retreat at Deep Creek Lake, Maryland. The drugging was later determined to have contributed to
his death, but many, including members of his family, have questioned the conclusion that Olson—
who was sharing a room with Lashbrook that night—threw himself out the window of the Statler
Hotel.

At the center of it all was Sidney Gottlieb, the head of the Technical Services Staff (TSS) of the CIA’s
Chemical Division and later director of the Technical Services Division (TSD). Gottlieb was “the CIA’s
chief poison maker,” according to Kinzer, whose book, Poisoner in Chief: Sidney Gottlieb and the CIA
Search for Mind Control (New York: Henry Holt, 2019), is the definitive work on the mercurial chemist.
From his position deep inside the CIA’s secret corridors, Gottlieb led the Agency’s decades-long effort
to find ways to use drugs, hypnosis, and other extreme methods to control human behavior and, it
was hoped, turn them into usable tools for intelligence agencies and policymakers.

Stories about the CIA’s involvement in unsuccessful efforts to assassinate Prime Minister Patrice
Lumumba of Congo and Cuban leader Fidel Castro, among others, are among the most legendary, if
not the most successful, examples of the Agency’s efforts to operationalize the tricks and tools
assembled by Gottlieb’s unit. Less well known is his role in drug experiments and “special
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interrogation” programs that left hundreds of people psychologically damaged and others
“permanently shattered,” according to Kinzer.[2]

Although MKULTRA was approved at the highest levels, it operated with virtually no oversight. As
Marks notes, the initial MKULTRA budget authorization “exempted the program from the normal CIA
financial controls” and “allowed TSS to start up research projects ‘without the signing of the usual
contracts or other written agreements.’”[3] With little accountability, boundless resources, and the
backing of CIA covert operations chief Richard Helms, Gottlieb and his staff at TSS developed a series
of bizarre experiments that they believed would enhance covert intelligence operations while at the
same time improving the Agency’s defenses against the use of similar techniques by enemy forces.

By the time Gottlieb arrived at CIA in 1952, Project BLUEBIRD, which explored “the possibility of
control of an individual by application of Special Interrogation techniques,” was already well
underway.[4] Led by Office of Security chief Morse Allen, the early BLUEBIRD experiments were
performed by teams that included polygraph experts and psychologists and were conducted on
detainees and suspected informants at secret U.S. interrogation facilities in Japan and Germany.

The elevation of Allen Dulles to deputy director of central intelligence in 1951 led to an expansion of
BLUEBIRD programs under a new name, ARTICHOKE, and under the direction of Gottlieb at TSS. The
new program was to include, among other projects, the development of “gas guns” and “poisons,”
and experiments to test whether “monotonous sounds,” “concussion,” “electroshock,” and “induced
sleep” could be used as a means to gain “hypnotic control of an individual.”[5]

It was under ARTICHOKE that the Agency first began to more systematically recruit the top
researchers and court the most prestigious institutions to collaborate in its mind control research.
One of the first to participate was the deputy director of Boston Psychopathic Hospital, Dr. Robert
Hyde, who in 1949 was the first American to “trip” on LSD after the hospital acquired samples of the
drug from Sandoz laboratory in Switzerland. In 1952, the CIA began to fund the hospital’s LSD
research, under which Hyde used himself, his colleagues, student volunteers, and hospital patients as
his subjects. Hyde would work on four MKULTRA subprojects over the next decade.

Shortly after Dulles became DCI in 1953, he authorized MKULTRA, expanding the Agency’s behavior
control research and refocusing it on the development of “a capability in the covert use of biological
and chemical materials” in “present and future clandestine operations.”[6] Many of the 149 MKULTRA
subprojects were carried out through well-regarded universities like Cornell, Georgetown, Rutgers,
Illinois, and Oklahoma. Dr. Carl Pfeiffer, the chairman of the Department of Pharmacology of Emory
University, directed four MKULTRA subprojects, all of which involved the use of drugs, including LSD,
to induce psychotic states. The horrifying series of experiments left many of his subjects—including
prisoners at the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary and juveniles housed at a detention facility in
Bordentown, New Jersey—scarred for life.

Many other MKULTRA subprojects were established through grants from false foundations funded by
the CIA. One of these, the Geschickter Fund for Medical Research, run by Dr. Charles Geschickter, a
professor of pathology at Georgetown University, steered millions of CIA dollars into research
programs at Georgetown and other institutions. As part of the agreement, the CIA gained access to a
medical safehouse at the newly constructed Gorman Annex of Georgetown University Hospital along
with a ready supply of patients and students to use as subjects for MKULTRA experiments.
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Another prominent MKULTRA “cutout” foundation, the Human Ecology Society, was run by Cornell
Medical Center neurologist Dr. Harold Wolff, who wrote an early study of communist brainwashing
techniques for Allen Dulles and later partnered with the CIA to develop a combination of drugs and
sensory deprivation that could be used to erase the human mind. Among the most extreme MKULTRA
projects funded through Wolff’s group were the infamous “depatterning” experiments conducted by
Dr. D. Ewen Cameron at the Allan Memorial Institute, a psychiatric hospital at McGill University in
Montreal, Canada. Cameron’s methods combined induced sleep, electroshocks, and “psychic driving,”
under which drugged subjects were psychologically tortured for weeks or months in an effort to
reprogram their minds.

These records also shed light on an especially dark period in the history of the behavioral sciences in
which some of the top physicians in the field conducted research and experiments usually associated
with the Nazi doctors who were tried at Nuremberg. While some medical professionals engaged by
the CIA apparently struggled with the ethical issues raised by conducting harmful tests on unwitting
human subjects, others were eager to participate in a program in which, according to one 1953
memo, “no area of the human mind is to be left unexplored.”[7] Just as CIA psychologists later
oversaw the torture of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay and at CIA “black sites,” during the first decades
of the 21st century, many of the doctors and clinicians recruited for MKULTRA work were leaders in
the field, whose participation boosted the prestige of the program and drew others into it. Scholars
and researchers looking at the involvement of psychologists and other medical professionals in the
horrific U.S. detention and interrogation programs that have been exposed in recent years will find
parallels and historical antecedents throughout this collection.

The collection is also of great value to those interested in learning more about the early years of the
CIA and some of its major personalities, such as Allen Dulles, Richard Helms, Richard Bissell, Frank
Wisner, and others, who envisioned and created an intelligence agency that favored bold, often
covert, action and where controversial projects like MKULTRA could secretly take root and flourish.

 

THE DOCUMENTS

Document 01
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Interrogation Research Section to Chief, Security Branch,
“Establishing of Security Validation Teams,” Classification unknown, September 27, 1949, 2 pp.
Sep 27, 1949

John Marks Collection, Box 1

After returning from an overseas trip, the CIA’s Morse Allen summarizes his recommendations for the
establishment of “security validation teams” in the U.S. and abroad that would combine the use
drugs, hypnosis and the polygraph to perform a variety of intelligence functions, including the
screening of Agency personnel and informants, the interrogation of suspected enemy agents, the
processing of any “loyalty cases” that might arise, and the possible use of “operational hypnosis.” The
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teams would also gather information about the “interrogation techniques and special operational
procedures being utilized by Russia and Russian dominated countries.”

Document 02
Chief, Inspection and Security Staff, U.S. Central Intelligence Agency to Director of Central
Intelligence, “Project Bluebird,” Top Secret, April 5, 1950, 12 pp.
Apr 5, 1950

John Marks Collection, Box 9

Sheffield Edwards requests that DCI Roscoe Hillenkoetter approve plans for Project BLUEBIRD,
sending it directly to the DCI rather than through the normal approval process due to “the extreme
sensitivity of this project and its covert nature.” The memo indicates broad agreement among CIA
offices “for the immediate establishment of interrogation teams for the operational support of OSO
[Office of Special Operations] and OPC [Office of Policy Coordination] activities,” referring to the
groups responsible for managing covert operations. The teams would “utilize the polygraph, drugs,
and hypnotism to attain the greatest results in interrogation techniques.” Noting that there is
“considerable interest in the field of hypnotism” across CIA offices, the idea of BLUEBIRD would be “to
bring all such interests within the purview and control of a single project.”

The project envisions “interrogation teams … utilizing the cover of polygraph interrogation to
determine the bona fides of high potential defectors and agents, and also for the collection of
incidental intelligence from such projects.” Each team would consist of a psychiatrist, a polygraph
technician and a hypnotist. An office would be established in Washington “to serve as a cover for
training, experimentation, and indoctrination” of psychiatrists “in the use of drugs and hypnotism.”
When not deployed abroad, the doctors would be used “for defensive training of covert personnel,
study, and experimentation in the application of these techniques.”

A handwritten annotation indicates that Hillenkoetter authorized $65,515 for the project on April 20,
1950.

Document 03
“Report of Special Meeting Held in [Deleted] on 1 June 1951,” Classification unknown, June 1,
1951, 6 pp.
Jun 1, 1951

John Marks Collection, Box 6
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In The Search for the Manchurian Candidate, Marks cites this fascinating account of an “informal get-
together” between representatives of the U.S., British and Canadian intelligence services in which “all
matters related to the influence or control of the minds of individuals were discussed.” The
conversation among the allied intelligence services “ranged from the specific subject of means for
extracting information to the broadest aspects of psychological warfare and propaganda.”

One foreign intelligence official (identified by Marks as the British representative) at first seemed
skeptical about the idea of individual mind control and was more interested in programs that would
research “the psychological factors causing the human mind to accept certain political beliefs” and
“aimed at determining means for combatting communism, “‘selling’ democracy,” and preventing the
“penetration of communism into trade unions.” However, “after lengthy discussions he became quite
enthusiastic” about research into individual mind control, according to the meeting notes.

“All present agreed that there has been no conclusive evidence, either from reports on Soviet
activities or in Western research, to indicate that new or revolutionary progress has been made in this
field,” but “full investigation of the Soviet cases was essential and basic research in the field is most
important because of the importance of this matter in connection with cold war operations… Even
though no radical discoveries are made, even small gains in knowledge will justify the effort
expended.”

Since the group had only discussed “pure research” and not the offensive use of mind control
techniques, the author of the memo recommends that the U.S. strike “a clear separation between the
intelligence and the research aspects” of the project when dealing with allied intelligence
organizations.

Document 04
ARTICHOKE Project Coordinator to Assistant Director, Scientific Intelligence, U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency, “Project ARTICHOKE,” Top Secret Eyes Only, April 26, 1952, 9 pp. Apr 26,
1952
Apr 26, 1952

John Marks Collection, Box 6

Bureaucratic authority within the CIA for the ARTICHOKE program bounced around during the early
1950s from the Office of Security to the Office of Scientific Intelligence (OSI) before going back to
Security and, finally, to the Technical Services Staff (TSS) under Sidney Gottlieb. Less than a month
after ARTICHOKE was first transferred from Security to OSI, the new project director, Robert J.
Williams, sent this memo to his boss, H. Marshall Chadwell, outlining the program’s major
accomplishments and deficiencies and pointing to the need to involve, or even turn the program over
to, the CIA Medical Staff since he sees it as “primarily a medical problem.”

Williams reports that “field tests utilizing special techniques for interrogation” had not occurred as
previously planned since the Artichoke project leaders lack confidence “in the techniques presently
available” for ARTICHOKE interrogations and have been unable “to come up with any new techniques
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offering significant advantages” known methods. A “major factor” contributing to these conditions,
Williams writes, is “the difficulty in obtaining competent medical support, both for the operational
teams and for the research effort.”

A seven-page attachment describes ARTICHOKE as “a special agency program established for the
development and application of special techniques in CIA interrogations and in other CIA covert
activities where control of an individual is desired.” In the weeks since taking over the program, “OSI
has endeavored to evaluate known techniques and to uncover new ones using consultants, Armed
Service contracts and whatever information may be available within CIA or through other CIA
channels.” The new team was also working to “evaluate claims that the USSR and/or its satellites may
have developed new and significant techniques for this purpose.”

While no new techniques had been discovered, presently known mind control techniques described in
the attachment include the use of LSD and other drugs, hypnosis, the use of the polygraph,
neurosurgery, and electric shock treatments. However, field testing of these techniques has been
handicapped by the “inability to provide the medical competence for a final evaluation and for such
field testing as the evaluation indicates. Repeated efforts to recruit medical personnel have failed and
until recently the CIA Medical Staff has not been in a position to assist.”

Document 05
George White appointment book entry, June 9, 1952
Jun 9, 1952

George White Papers, M1111, Dept. of Special Collections, Stanford University Libraries,
Stanford, Calif.

In his daily planner entry for June 6, 1952, federal narcotics agent George White notes a morning
meeting with the Sidney Gottlieb of the CIA, jotting at the bottom of the page: “Gottlieb proposes I be
CIA consultant – I agree.” Using the alias “Morgan Hall,” White would go on to run CIA safehouses in
New York and San Francisco where unwitting individuals would be surreptitiously dosed with LSD and
other drugs and subjected to other mind control techniques.

Document 06
Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence, “Successful Application of Narco-Hypnotic
Interrogation (ARTICHOKE),” Classification unknown, 3 pp.
Jul 14, 1952

John Marks Collection, Box 6
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In a memo to the DCI, the CIA Security Office reports on the “successful” use of ARTICHOKE
interrogation methods on “Russian agents suspected of being doubled.” Using the cover of a
“psychiatric-medical” evaluation, officials from the Security Office and the CIA Medical Office
combined the use of “narcosis” and “hypnosis” to induce regression and, in one case, “a subsequent
total amnesia produced by post-hypnotic suggestion.” In the second case, CIA handlers used “heavy
dosages of sodium pentothal,” a barbiturate, “coupled with the stimulant Desoxyn,” a
methamphetamine, “with outstanding success.” The officers involved believed “that the ARTICHOKE
operations were entirely successful” and “that the tests demonstrated conclusively the effectiveness
of the combined chemical-hypnotic technique in such cases.”

Document 07
Memorandum from CIA Acting Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence to Deputy Director
for Plans Allen Dulles, “Project ARTICHOKE,” Classification unknown, July 14, 1952, 2 pp.
Jul 14, 1952

John Marks Collection, Box 6

This memo to Deputy Director for Plans Allen Dulles records a meeting of CIA office heads at which it
was decided to transfer control of the ARTICHOKE project from OSI back to the Inspection and
Security Office (I&SO) with the Office of Technical Services (OTS), home of Sidney Gottlieb and the
Technical Services Staff (TSS), taking over responsibility for ARTICHOKE-related research and for
maintaining contact with the Defense Department.

Those present at the meeting agreed that “the scope of Project ARTICHOKE is research and testing to
arrive at means of control, rather than the more limited concept embodied in ‘special
interrogations.’”

Document 08
Memorandum for CIA Inspector General Lyman Kirkpatrick, “Use of LSD,” Secret, December 1,
1953, 2 pp.
Dec 1, 1953

Center for National Security Studies (CNSS) FOIA

Shortly after the death of U.S. Army scientist Frank Olson was linked to a CIA LSD experiment, this
memo recounts steps taken by CIA Technical Services Staff (TSS) chief Willis Gibbons to account for
LSD handled and distributed by TSS. Gibbons has “impounded all LSD material in CIA Headquarters in
a safe adjacent to his desk” and was “stopping any LSD tests which may have been instituted or
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contemplated under CIA auspices.” CIA field stations in Manila and Atsugi, Japan, also have LSD on
site. The CIA has also provided LSD to federal narcotics agent George White, who Gibbons said was
“fully cleared.” Asked for any “reports on the use and effects of LSD,” Gibbons said he likely had “a
drawer full of papers.”

Gibbons was not fully clear on how the CIA obtained LSD, but most of it came from the Eli Lilly &
Company, according to this memo, which “apparently makes a gift of it to CIA.”

Document 09
Statement of Vincent L. Ruwet on Frank Olson death, December 1, 1953
Dec 1, 1953

CNSS FOIA

Vincent Ruwet, the head of the Special Operations Division of the Army Chemical Corps and Frank
Olson’s boss, gives a firsthand account of the last days and hours of Olson’s life, including comments
on his state of mind during and in the days following the Deep Creek Lake experiment, in which he
and other CIA and Army officials were unwittingly dosed with LSD.

Document 10
Memorandum for Director of Security, U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, “ARTICHOKE [redacted]
Case #1,” Classification unknown, ca. March 1954, 4 pp.
Mar 1954

John Marks Collection

An internal memo describes the interrogation of “an important covert operational asset” by an
operational unit of the CIA’s ARTICHOKE program. Conducted at an undisclosed safe house, the
ARTICHOKE interrogation was meant to “evaluate his part reports; to accept or not accept his past
accounts or future budgets; to determine his future potentialities and clearly re-establish his
bonafides.” CIA interrogators applied ARTICHOKE techniques including hypnosis and “massive use of
chemicals” under cover of medical treatment for a case of influenza. The report says that the subject
“was held under ARTICHOKE techniques for approximately twelve hours” and that they were under
“direct interrogation” for 90 minutes. Consultants who reviewed the interrogation report agreed that
ARTICHOKE officials “took certain (probably calculated) chances in using the massive dosages of
chemicals” but that “ultimate results apparently justified the measures taken.”
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Document 11
Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence, “Project MKULTRA, Subproject 35,” Top
Secret, November 15, 1954, 13 pp.
Nov 15, 1954

George C. Marshall Research Library, James Srodes Collection, Box 8, Folder: “AWD [Allen
Welsh Dulles]: Mind Control 1953-1961”

The CIA’s Technical Services Section (TSS) requests authorization for a project at Georgetown
University Hospital that would provide cover for research under the Agency’s “biological and chemical
warfare program.” Using a philanthropic organization as a “cut-out,” the CIA would partially fund “a
new research wing” of the hospital (the Gorman Annex) and would use one sixth of the new annex to
conduct “Agency-sponsored research in these sensitive fields.” MKULTRA, the memo observes,
provides research and development funding “for highly sensitive projects in certain fields, including
covert biological, chemical and radiological warfare” but does not specifically authorize funds to
establish cover for these programs.

An attachment describes the rationale for the use of a university hospital as cover for conducting such
experiments, noting that “competent individuals in the field of physiological, psychiatric and other
biological sciences are very reluctant to enter into signed agreements of any sort which would
connect them with this activity since such connection might seriously jeopardize their professional
reputations.”

The Agency’s clandestine funding and use of the hospital would be channeled through the
Geschickter Fund for Medical Research, named for Dr. Charles Geschickter, a professor of pathology
at Georgetown University Hospital who had been secretly working with the CIA since 1951. The Fund
was used “both as a cut-out for dealing with contractors in the fields of covert chemical and biological
warfare, and as a prime contractor for certain areas of biological research.” In addition to Geschickter,
at least two other board members of the Fund were aware that it was being used to conceal the CIA’s
“sensitive research projects.”

Agency sponsorship was “completely deniable since no connection would exist between the
University and the Agency.” Three “bio-chemical employees of the Chemical Division of TSS” would be
given “excellent professional cover” while “human patients and volunteers for experimental use will
be available under excellent clinical conditions” and with hospital supervision.

The document was found among the papers of James Srodes, author of Allen Dulles: Master of Spies
(Washington, D.C.: Regnery, 1999), which are housed at the George C. Marshall Research Library of
the Virginia Military Institute.
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Document 12
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Technical Services Section, Chemical Division, [Materials and
Methods Under Research and Development at TSS/CD], draft, includes alternate version, May 5,
1955, 7 pp.
May 5, 1955

John Marks Collection; George C. Marshall Research Library, James Srodes Collection, Box 8,
Folder: “AWD [Allen Welsh Dulles]: Mind Control 1953-1961”

This document was apparently drafted by the TSS Chemical Division after a discussion in which DCI
Dulles and others had questioned whether the use of Georgetown University Hospital as a “cut-out”
for sensitive experiments was worth the considerable cost and had asked TSS “to draw up a
handwritten list of advantages which such a place would afford our people.”

The response from TSS lists 17 “materials and methods” that the Chemical Division was working to
develop, including:

substances that “promote illogical thinking,”
materials that would “render the induction of hypnosis easier” or “enhance its usefulness,”
substances that would help individuals to endure “privation, torture and coercion during
interrogation” and attempts at ‘brain-washing,’”
“materials and physical methods” to “produce amnesia” and “shock and confusion over extended
periods of time,”
substances that would “produce physical disablement, including paralysis,
substances that “alter personality structure” or that “produce ‘pure’ euphoria with no subsequent
let-down,”
and a “knockout pill” for use in surreptitious druggings and to produce amnesia, among other
things.

TSS notes that private physicians are often quite willing to test new substances for pharmaceutical
companies “in order to advance the science of medicine,” but that, “It is difficult and sometimes
impossible for TSS/CD to offer such an inducement with respect to its products.” Outside contractors
can be used during the “preliminary phases” of many CIA experiments, but “that part which involves
human testing at effective dose levels presents security problems which cannot be handled by the
ordinary contractor.”

Document 13
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Memorandum for the Record by Sidney Gottlieb, Chief, Technical Services Section, Chemical
Division, “MKULTRA, Subproject 47,” Classification unknown, June 7, 1956, 6 pp.
Jun 7, 1956

John Marks Collection

In a memorandum for the record, Gottlib authorizes an MKULTRA subproject to be led by Carl Pfeiffer
of Emory University, a frequent collaborator who conducted experiments on prisoners at the federal
penitentiary in Atlanta, Georgia. Here Gottlieb approves a request to continue Pfeiffer’s experiments,
which include the development of “an anti-interrogation drug” and “tests in human volunteers.”

The attached proposal identifies the name of the study: “The Pharmacological Screening and
Evaluation of Chemical Compounds Having Central Nervous System Activities,” summarizing it as the
testing of “materials capable of producing alterations in the human central nervous system which are
reflected as alterations in human behavior.” Facilities described in the redacted document include
“auxilliary [sic] animal testing laboratories,” those used for “preliminary human pharmacological
testing,” and additional facilities “for testing in normal human volunteers at [deleted] Penitentiary
directed by [deleted].”

Among the “particular projects” on the agenda for the year to come are: (1) “To evaluate the effects
of large doses of LSD-25 in normal human volunteers,” and (2) “To evaluate the threshold dose levels
in humans of a particular natural product to be supplied by [deleted],” and (3) “To evaluate in human
beings a substance which we now believe has the ability to counteract the inebriating effects of ethyl
alcohol.”

Document 14
Memorandum for the Record by Sidney Gottlieb, Chief, Technical Services Staff, Chemical
Division, “Accountability for Certain Expenditures under Subproject 42 of MKULTRA,” Top
Secret, August 17, 1956, 1 p.
Aug 17, 1956

John Marks Collection

Sidney Gottlieb was shown this one-page document during a 1983 deposition in a lawsuit brought by
Velma “Val” Orlikow, a former patient at the Allan Memorial Institute in Montreal, site of some of the
most horrific MKULTRA experiments. The memo describes accounting procedures for a CIA safehouse
run by federal narcotics agent George White “for conducting experiments involving the covert
administration of physiologically active materials to unwitting subjects.” Gottlieb writes that “the
highly unorthodox nature of these activities and the considerable risk incurred” by White and his
associates make it “impossible to require that they provide a receipt for these payments of that they
indicate the precise manner in which the funds were spent.”
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Document 15
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, “Fitness Report” of Sidney Gottlieb, Secret, June 16, 1958, 5 pp.
Jun 16, 1958

Stephen Kinzer donation

A CIA “Fitness Report” evaluates the first six months of Sidney Gottlieb’s stint as a CIA case officer in
Europe. Characterized as “very mature” and “highly intelligent,” the evaluation notes that Gottlieb’s
“entire agency career had been technical in nature” before this new assignment, his “first
indoctrination to operational activities.” Gottlieb displayed a “keen desire to learn” and a “willingness
to undertake all types of operational assignments” despite being “considerably senior in age and
grade to other officers at the branch.” Gottlieb’s “only apparent weakness,” according to the
evaluation, “is a tendency to let his enthusiasm carry him into more precipitous action than the
operational situation will bear.”

Document 16
John S. Earman, Inspector General, U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, “Report of Inspection of
MKULTRA/TSD,” Top Secret, includes cover memo dated July 26, 1963, includes attachments,
incudes annotated extract, 48 pp.
Jul 26, 1963

John Marks Collection

In a memo forwarding his report on TSD’s management of MKULTRA to the DCI, CIA Inspector
General John Earman says that the program’s “structure and operational controls need
strengthening”; that the Agency should improve “the administration of research projects”; and that
“some of the testing of substances under simulated operational conditions was judged to involve
excessive risk to the Agency.”

The attached report briefly reviews the history of the program and finds that many of the projects
initiated during that time “do not appear to have been sufficiently sensitive to warrant waiver of
normal Agency procedures for authorization and control,” and that TSD was managing the program
without proper documentation and oversight.

“Over the ten-year life of the program many additional avenues to the control of human behavior
have been designated by the TSD management as appropriate to investigation under the MKULTRA
charter, including radiation, electro-shock, various fields of psychology, psychiatry, sociology, and
anthropology, graphology, harrassment [sic] substances, and paramilitary devices and materials.”
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“TSD has pursued a philosophy of minimum documentation,” according to the report, and the “lack of
consistent records precluded use of routine inspection procedures and raised a variety of questions
concerning management and fiscal controls.” There were only two people at TSD with “full
substantive knowledge of the program,” but these were “highly skilled, highly motivated,
professionally competent individuals” who relied on the “‘need to know’ doctrine” to protect “the
sensitive nature of the American intelligence capability to manipulate human behavior.”

Earman’s report looks closely at how each phase in the development of and operationalization of
“materials capable of producing behavioral or physiological change in humans” is managed by TSD,
including arrangements with physicians and scientists where the Agency “in effect ‘buys a piece’ of
the specialist in order to enlist his aid in pursuing the intelligence implications of his research.”

With respect to human testing, the IG identifies two stages: the first “involves physicians,
toxicologists, and other specialists in mental, narcotics, and general hospitals and in prisons, who are
provided the products and findings of the basic research projects and proceed with intensive testing
on human subjects.” During this phase, “Where health permits, test subjects are voluntary
participants in the program.”

In the “final phase” of MKULTRA drug testing, the substances are given to “unwitting  subjects in
normal life settings.” Earman says it is “firm doctrine” at TSD “that testing of materials under
accepted scientific procedures fails to disclose the full pattern of reactions and attributions that may
occur in operational situations.” Because of this, “TSD initiated a program for covert testing of
materials on unwitting U.S. citizens in 1955.”

The reports focuses on drug experiments conducted at CIA safehouses in the U.S. and directed by
Bureau of Narcotics agent George White. Some of the test subjects “have been informers or members
of suspect criminal elements,” but unwitting subjects were drawn from all walks of life: “[T]he
effectiveness of the substances on individuals at all social levels, high and low, native American and
foreign, is of great significance and testing has been performed on a variety of individuals within
these categories.”

Earman nevertheless recommends that the Agency terminate the testing of substances on unwitting
U.S. citizens after weighing “possible benefits of such testing against the risk of compromise and of
resulting damage to CIA” but is equally clear that such tests can continue to be performed foreign
nationals. The Agency’s “deep cover agents overseas” were “more favorably situated than the U.S.
narcotics agents” that ran the safehouses in the U.S., and “operational use of the substances clearly
serves the testing function.”

Overall, MKULTRA materials had not been very useful in intelligence operations: “As of 1960 no
effective knockout pill, truth serum, aphrodisiac, or recruitment pill was known to exist,” although
“real progress has been made in the use of drugs in support of interrogation.” Among other
obstacles, Some case officers “have basic moral objections to the concept of MKDELTA,” the program
meant to operationalize materials and techniques developed through MKULTRA.
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Document 17
John S. Earman, Inspector General, U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Memorandum for the
Record, “MKULTRA Program,” Secret, November 29, 1963, incudes cover memo dated August 27,
1975, 3 pp.
Nov 29, 1963

John Marks Collection

This memo records a meeting held in the office of Deputy Director of Central Intelligence Gen.
Marshall Carter to settle the one major point of disagreement among CIA officials over the inspector
general’s MKULTRA recommendations: whether to continue with the testing of MKULTRA substances
on unwitting U.S. citizens. Others present were Deputy Director for Plans Richard Helms, CIA executive
director (and former inspector general) Lyman Kirkpatrick, current CIA inspector general John
Earman, and Sidney Gottlieb, head of the CIA’s Technical Services Division (TSD).

Both Gottlieb and Helms “argued for the continuation of unwitting testing,” while Earman, Carter and
Kirkpatrick disagreed. Carter was concerned with the “unwitting aspect,” and a discussion ensued “on
the possibility of unwitting test on foreign nationals,” which “had been ruled out” due to opposition
from “senior chiefs of stations” as “too dangerous” and who said they lacked “controlled facilities.”
Earman finds this “odd,” emphasizing the slipshod nature of some of the safehouses used for
unwitting tests in the U.S.

Concluding the meeting, the participants agree that if the Directorate for Plans determined “that
unwitting testing on American citizens must be continued to operationally prove out these drugs, it
may become necessary to place this problem before the Director [of Central Intelligence] for a
decision.” The attached cover memo from 1975 indicates that the DCI decided to defer a decision on
testing U.S. citizens for one year and requested that until then the Agency “please continue the freeze
on unwitting testing.” The authors of the cover memo found “no record … that this freeze was ever
lifted.”

Document 18
Memorandum from Donald F. Chamberlain, Inspector General, U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
to Director of Central Intelligence, “Destruction of Records on Drugs and Toxins,” Classification
unknown, missing tabs, October 20, 1975, 4 pp.
Oct 20, 1975

John Marks Collection

1/7/25, 12:37 PM CIA Behavior Control Experiments Focus of New Scholarly Collection | National Security Archive

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/dnsa-intelligence/2024-12-23/cia-behavior-control-experiments-focus-new-scholarly 24/28

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/32732-document-17-john-s-earman-inspector-general-us-central-intelligence-agency
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/32732-document-17-john-s-earman-inspector-general-us-central-intelligence-agency
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/32732-document-17-john-s-earman-inspector-general-us-central-intelligence-agency
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/32733-document-18-memorandum-donald-f-chamberlain-inspector-general-us-central
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/32733-document-18-memorandum-donald-f-chamberlain-inspector-general-us-central
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/document/32733-document-18-memorandum-donald-f-chamberlain-inspector-general-us-central


Source:

Source:

In this memo to the DCI, CIA inspector general Douglas Chamberlain describes efforts to recover
Agency records on the MKULTRA and MKNAOMI programs, many of which were destroyed in 1973 on
the orders of Richard Helms and Sidney Gottlieb.

Document 19A
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency letter to Sidney Gottlieb, Non-classified, April 30, 1979, 3 pp.
Apr 30, 1979

Douglas Valentine donation

In a letter to the now-retired Sidney Gottlieb, the Agency requests his assistance with a CIA project to
“investigate its past involvement with drugs, with emphasis on the use of drugs on unwitting
subjects.” The questions mainly have to do with a “secondary” effort of the investigation “to assess
the possibility of harm by the specific drugs in the quantities used, and to flesh out the report with
enough details of the safehouse operations to lend credence to the report.”

Document 19B
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency Memorandum for the Record, “Telephonic Response of Dr.
Gottlieb to Our Letter of 30 April 1979,” Non-classified, 2 pp.
Apr 30, 1979

Douglas Valentine donation

This document records answers given over the phone by Gottlieb in response to questions posed by
the CIA in its letter of April 30, 1979 (Document 19A). Among other things, Gottlieb says that the LSD
used by George White in the CIA safehouses was “packaged as a solution in approximately 80
microgram units in plastic ampules” and that follow-up with subjects “was conducted when practical.”
Gottlieb estimates that there were approximately 40 tests on unwitting subjects that were “performed
to explore the full range of the operational use of LSD,” including for “interrogation” and for
“provoking erratic behavior.”

Document 20
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Deposition of Sidney Gottlieb, PhD, in Civil Action No. 80-3163, Mrs. David Orlikow, et al.,
Plaintiffs, vs. United States of America, Defendant, May 17, 1983, 174 pp.
May 17, 1983

Stephen Kinzer donation

This is the second of three depositions of Sidney Gottlieb by attorneys representing Velma "Val"
Orlikow, a former patient of the Allan Memorial Institute, where CIA-backed staff performed horrific
experiments on psychiatric patients during the 1950s and 60s.

Asked whether he was involved in “domestic field experimentation” with LSD, Gottlieb said, “If by
what you mean ‘field experimentation’, is experiments that involve – that are taking place outside of
Washington, D.C., and if by my personal involvement, you mean, was I aware of them or did I have
something to do with their instigation, the answer is yes.” When Gottlieb is shown a document
indicating that he had personally conducted an interrogation, he claims confusion before admitting
that he had indeed been involved in “between one and five” interrogations.

Gottlieb nevertheless denies that the CIA intended to develop techniques to improve U.S.
interrogations. “The primary objective of developing new techniques for interrogation … It has to do
with the difference between something I have always objected to, namely, that this whole program
wanted to create a Manchurian Candidate. The program never did that. That was a fiction, as far as I
am concerned, that Mr. Marks indulged in and this question you are asking has to do with that and
this is a sensitive area in my mind.”

Asked whether the CIA had tried to identify “techniques of producing retrograde amnesia,” Gottlieb
said it was something that they “talked about,” but that he could not “remember any specific projects
or specific research mounted in response to that question.” Asked if the CIA ever used
“psychosurgery research projects,” Gottlieb said his “remembrance is that they did.”

Gottlieb also describes the role played by the Society for the Investigation of Human Ecology, which
he says “was to act in a security sense as a funding mechanism so that the involvement of CIA’s
organizational entity would not be apparent in projects that we were funding.” The Geschickter Fund
operated much the same way, according to Gottlieb: “It was made as a mechanism to funnel funds for
research activities where CIA didn’t want to acknowledge its specific identity as the grantor.”

Gottlieb evades most of the questions about the most important issue before the court in the Orlikow
case: the extreme “psychic driving” and “depatterning” experiments conducted by Dr. Ewen Cameron
at the Allan Memorial Institute. Again and again, Gottlieb claims to not remember key events and
details about the CIA's relationship to Cameron’s terrifying experiments.

Gottlieb is somewhat more forthcoming about his knowledge of MKULTRA projects in the U.S.,
including experiments conducted by Dr. Harris Isbell of the NIMH Addiction Research Center in
Lexington, Kentucky, which Gottlieb said he visited “at least three or four times.” Gottlieb said Isbell
did “some of the early and basic work between dose and response of LSD” on prisoners from the
Narcotics Division Hospital. Gottlieb also says he was aware that Isbell offered inmates drugs in
exchange for their participation in the project. Asked whether reports that Cameron kept some
subjects on LSD for 77 consecutive days was “consistent with the research he was conducting,”
Gottlieb said it was, noting that Cameron “had some interest in the quantum effects of LSD, repeated
ingestion.” Asked about files on the CIA safehouses run by narcotics agent George White, Gottlieb
replies, “They were all destroyed. They don’t exist anymore,” adding, “They were specifically
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destroyed when the files were destroyed in ’72, ’73.” Asked about White’s purported use of
“prostitutes to test methods of slipping drugs to unwitting persons,” Gottlieb said, “the involvement
of prostitutes in the West Coast activity had to do with the MO, the modus operandi of this whole drug
culture.”

The plaintiffs’ attorneys also ask Gottlieb about the CIA’s work with Dr. Carl Pfeiffer of Emory
University, who performed drug experiments on prisoners at the Atlanta federal penitentiary and
elsewhere, and Dr. Harold Isbell of the National Institutes for Mental Health, who had conducted
drugs tests on patients at the Addiction Research Center in Lexington, Kentucky.

NOTES
[1] Kinzer, pp. 274-77.

[2] Stephen Kinzer, Poisoner in Chief: Sidney Gottlieb and the CIA Search for Mind Control (New York:
Henry Holt, 2019), p. 2.

[3] Marks, p. 61.

[4] Marks, p. 24; Kinzer, pp. 38-39.

[5] Kinzer, p. 55.

[6] Marks, pp. 60-61; Kinzer, pp. 69-71.

[7] U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, Memorandum, “Mushrooms -- Narcotic and Poisonous Varieties,”
June 26, 1953.
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